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NORTH TORONTO HISTORICAL SOCIETY    

NEWSLETTER 
VOL. 34  NO. 4              DECEMBER 2010 

The Society meets at the Northern District Library, 40 Orchard View Boulevard (one block north of Eglinton, just west of 

Yonge) at 7:30 pm on the last Wednesday of each month from September to November & January to May.  Programmes are 

free and are open to the public. Our co8sponsor is the Northern District Branch of the Toronto Public Library. 

Wednesday, 26 January, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 26 January, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 26 January, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 26 January, 7:30 p.m.    
THE JEWS OF OLD TORONTO: FROM THE 1850s TO THE 1950sTHE JEWS OF OLD TORONTO: FROM THE 1850s TO THE 1950sTHE JEWS OF OLD TORONTO: FROM THE 1850s TO THE 1950sTHE JEWS OF OLD TORONTO: FROM THE 1850s TO THE 1950s    

Bill Gladstone Bill Gladstone Bill Gladstone Bill Gladstone presents an illustrated talk about Toronto’s Jewish community from its beginnings to the 

era when the downtown congregations began moving uptown. The focus is on the synagogues, 

personalities, neighbourhoods, issues and the Yiddish immigrant culture that once thrived in the 

downtown Spadina corridor. Bill Gladstone is an author, publisher, genealogist and columnist for the 

Canadian Jewish News. 
 

Wednesday, 23 February, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 23 February, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 23 February, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 23 February, 7:30 p.m.    
THE CELEBRATION OF FREEDOM IN CANADA: THE CELEBRATION OF FREEDOM IN CANADA: THE CELEBRATION OF FREEDOM IN CANADA: THE CELEBRATION OF FREEDOM IN CANADA:     

UNDERSTANDING EMANCIPATION DAY COMMEMORATIONS AS AN AFRICANUNDERSTANDING EMANCIPATION DAY COMMEMORATIONS AS AN AFRICANUNDERSTANDING EMANCIPATION DAY COMMEMORATIONS AS AN AFRICANUNDERSTANDING EMANCIPATION DAY COMMEMORATIONS AS AN AFRICAN8888CANADIAN CANADIAN CANADIAN CANADIAN 

CULTURAL TRADITIONCULTURAL TRADITIONCULTURAL TRADITIONCULTURAL TRADITION    

Every August First since 1834 when the Abolition of Slavery Act came into effect in the British 

colonies, African Canadians have celebrated freedom from slavery. Based on research for her book 

Emancipation Day: Celebrating Freedom in Canada (Dundurn 2010), author Natasha HenryNatasha HenryNatasha HenryNatasha Henry traces the 

development and evolution of Emancipation Day celebrations, with emphasis on Ontario and Toronto.  

This program is in celebration of Black History Month. 
 

NNNNOTEOTEOTEOTE: : : : A brief Annual General Meeting will precede the February programme. 
 

Wednesday, 30 March, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 30 March, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 30 March, 7:30 p.m.Wednesday, 30 March, 7:30 p.m. 
C.W. JEFFERYS: PICTURING CANADAC.W. JEFFERYS: PICTURING CANADAC.W. JEFFERYS: PICTURING CANADAC.W. JEFFERYS: PICTURING CANADA    

A screening of the documentary film C.W. Jefferys, Picturing Canada. John Bessai . John Bessai . John Bessai . John Bessai of CineFocus Canada 

will introduce his film on the life and work of the  well8known artist and illustrator who brought 

Canadian history to life.  

Join us at 7:10 for refreshments before the programme. 

NNNNOTEOTEOTEOTE: : : : During closure of the main floor of Northern District Library for renovation, the second floor meeting During closure of the main floor of Northern District Library for renovation, the second floor meeting During closure of the main floor of Northern District Library for renovation, the second floor meeting During closure of the main floor of Northern District Library for renovation, the second floor meeting 
room will be accessible by elevator or stairs from the front lobby of the building. The library will reopen shortly.room will be accessible by elevator or stairs from the front lobby of the building. The library will reopen shortly.room will be accessible by elevator or stairs from the front lobby of the building. The library will reopen shortly.room will be accessible by elevator or stairs from the front lobby of the building. The library will reopen shortly.    

Winter ProgrammeWinter ProgrammeWinter ProgrammeWinter Programme 
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50 Years Ago 50 Years Ago 50 Years Ago 50 Years Ago continues on page 3 
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50 Years Ago 50 Years Ago 50 Years Ago 50 Years Ago continued from page 2 
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SSSSEPTEMBEREPTEMBEREPTEMBEREPTEMBER            From Queenston to Kingston: From Queenston to Kingston: From Queenston to Kingston: From Queenston to Kingston: 
Hidden Heritage of Ontario’s ShorelineHidden Heritage of Ontario’s ShorelineHidden Heritage of Ontario’s ShorelineHidden Heritage of Ontario’s Shoreline    
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More Ron BrownMore Ron BrownMore Ron BrownMore Ron Brown    
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OOOOCTOBERCTOBERCTOBERCTOBER                North Toronto’s Town Centre.North Toronto’s Town Centre.North Toronto’s Town Centre.North Toronto’s Town Centre.    
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NNNNOVEMBEROVEMBEROVEMBEROVEMBER                Remembering Toronto: A Remembering Toronto: A Remembering Toronto: A Remembering Toronto: A 
Brief History of How We Have Marked Brief History of How We Have Marked Brief History of How We Have Marked Brief History of How We Have Marked 
Our PastOur PastOur PastOur Past    
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Remembering Toronto Remembering Toronto Remembering Toronto Remembering Toronto continues on page 6 
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North Toronto Historical Society North Toronto Historical Society North Toronto Historical Society North Toronto Historical Society     
An affiliate of the Ontario Historical Society, and a non8profit charitable organization.  

℅℅℅℅ 129 Blythwood Road, Toronto, Ontario M4N 1A5 

www.northtorontohistoricalsociety.org 

Annual Memberships: Seniors & Students $5, Adults $7, Families $10 
    

 2010 Executive (*Directors)2010 Executive (*Directors)2010 Executive (*Directors)2010 Executive (*Directors)    
President & Programmes:   *Lynda Moon       Past President:   John Hutchinson 
Membership Co8ordinator:   *Alex Grenzebach, 416848388475    Publicity:   *Joan Sampson, 416848880939 
Newsletter Editor:   *Hilary Dawson        Secretary:   Donald Duncan 
Treasurer:   Bill Dawson         Research:   Hilary Dawson 
Members8at8large:   Don Ritchie, Doug Campbell, Ken Pon     Walks:   *Bill Ramsay � � �

We welcome contributions from members: heritage 

events and achievements, brief articles 

and photographs of local history interest. 
 
Submissions for the next Submissions for the next Submissions for the next Submissions for the next NewsletterNewsletterNewsletterNewsletter by  by  by  by 

15 March to dawsonbh@rogers.com or 15 March to dawsonbh@rogers.com or 15 March to dawsonbh@rogers.com or 15 March to dawsonbh@rogers.com or 

call 416call 416call 416call 416888848148148148188886622.6622.6622.6622.    

Receive the Receive the Receive the Receive the ��	
���
���������%���A    
 
Would you like us to remind you of upcoming meetings 

and heritage events with an electronic newsletter?  
 
Email me at alexg@alumni.uwaterloo.ca alexg@alumni.uwaterloo.ca alexg@alumni.uwaterloo.ca alexg@alumni.uwaterloo.ca and I will add 

you to the distribution list. We will not give out your 
email address. 

Alex. GrenzebachAlex. GrenzebachAlex. GrenzebachAlex. Grenzebach 
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Heritage CalendarHeritage CalendarHeritage CalendarHeritage Calendar    
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